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GETBA gets its voice heard 

As the largest industrial precinct in Auckland, East Tāmaki is a manufacturing and distribution hub of 
2000+ businesses – including the burgeoning Highbrook Business Park where we host monthly 
networking meetings for central and southern BIDs. 

And it’s the Greater East Tāmaki Business Association, or GETBA for short, which has been 
supporting and advocating for East Tāmaki businesses since 1994. 

General Manager Jane Tongatule, pictured, joined GETBA in early 2010 upon the association’s 
transition to a target-rate funded organisation and she leads a tight-knit four-person team. 

Surveys show that the team’s ability to keep members informed of council’s and other infrastructure 
providers’ plans and changes is highly valued along with their advocacy skills. 

Jane says her members can get on with their business while her team researches, consults, 
troubleshoots and lobbies local and central government on their behalf. 

“We often collaborate with other business associations in making submissions on a range of issues 
affecting this and other industrial precincts such as Rosebank, Onehunga, South Harbour and Wiri. 

“As BID programme managers are aware, it’s important to engage with the influencers and decision-
makers and keep them up-to-date of your area’s issues and aspirations. 

“We’ve built many relationships over the years, including MPs, councillors, local board members and 
news editors, and these come in handy when we’re representing our members’ interests. Mayor Phil 
Goff, pictured, spoke at our last breakfast meeting (February 27th) while previous speakers include 
the prime minister, cabinet ministers and business leaders. 

“Like most business precincts, East Tāmaki faces infrastructure deficit issues, most notably traffic 
congestion. We’re also addressing social and environmental issues head-on with crime prevention 
and waste minimisation initiatives, and through supporting youth employment. 

“We aspire to be a great place to do business with a local catchment of quality staff. Our area 
employs 30,000 people and it’s projected that this figure will increase to 45,000 upon Highbrook’s 
completion.  

“We generate $3 billion for the NZ economy each year so we’re a big player and, through GETBA, our 
members have a big voice,” says Jane. 

 For more information contact Jane on 021 993 380 or gm@getba.org.nz  
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