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Bold BID’s on course 
 

   

 

Big and bold would describe both Avondale Business Association Chair Duncan 

Macdonald, pictured, and the community champion’s ambitions for his local town centre.  

 

Avondale Business Association (ABA) is committed to promoting Avondale – in 

Auckland’s emerging inner west - as an exciting place to invest and do business. 

 

“We’re creating a local town centre that is both economically and socially responsive – a 

good place to shop, use services, socialise and integrate with people,” says the retailer 

and Justice of the Peace. 

 

“Town centres are at the core of a community and it is important that our BIDs 

recognise their role in the whole community. We must cater for our locals first and 

foremost, they are the core of our business,” he says. 

 

Duncan has served on the ABA executive committee for the best part of 20 years, 

chairing it for the past 19 years, while he also chairs the Avondale Community Society. 

 
He was also re-elected to the Whau Local Board last year. 

http://avondale.net.nz/
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The ABA has been around since the 1930’s and introduced the Mainstreet programme 

in 2001. Town Centre Manager Bernadette (Bernie) Thomsen joined in 2005 and helped 

establish Avondale’s business improvement district programme in 2013. 

Duncan says the BID has achieved a great deal, including saving a local icon. 

“The rescuing of Dale the Avondale Spider (pictured above) and installing him in the 

new town square was a key achievement. He is Auckland’s only Icon and is the only 

spider that can be seen from space,” says Duncan. 

“We believe that if you provide nice surroundings people will come and the ABA had 

significant into the town centre paving and seating. 

“We also installed under-veranda security lighting throughout the town centre which has 

reduced crime immensely.” 

 

   
 

 

ABA refreshed its branding last year, a subtle change from ‘Avondale – of course’ to ‘on 

course’. 

Duncan says the change was made to incorporate the racecourse as it is probably 

Avondale’s most recognised significant landmark. 

“The colours recognise the westward view from Avondale, the red being the roofs, the 

green the Waitakere Ranges and the blue sky. 

Like many business associations, Avondale has its own newsletter – the cleverly titled 

Spider’s Web which is delivered free to 5,500 homes and businesses in Avondale and 

New Windsor every month. 

 For more information on Avondale, contact Bernie on (09) 820 0648. 
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